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\ RxvELATIONS ii. 5. 


F therefore from whence thou art fallen, 3 
| TP, and do the firſt Works: or elſe I will come 
ito thee quickly, and will remove thy Candleſtick out 
| of: its Place, except thou repent. 


* 


HESE ſeven Churches of Aſia may ſerve 
to ſhew us, that the Wickedneſs ot God's 

| profeſſing People will cauſe him to turn a 
Garden, like Eden, into a barren Wilderneſs. 
On Account of their prevailing Sins, the Lord, 
in Juſtice, withdrew that Light, and all thoſe 
ſaving Influences. which might have continued 
: Hows as the Glory of the Earth, unto chis De. 
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In the xx Chapter of the Acts, we have an Ac- 


count of the Church of Epheſus in particular 
and how the Apoſtle laboured among them Night 
and Day; even through many Fears and Tempta- 
tions, and ſpiritual Diſtreſſes. They ſeem to be 
much affected at his Departure; but little did 
they think of finding that true which he propheſied 


of, That even from among themſelves ſome ſhould 


ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw away Diſ- 
ciples after them Ver. 30. And here you find, 
John, who was the laſt of the Apoſtles, now ſee- 
ing what Paul predicted. He is commanded, by 
the Lord God, to write theſe Things which he had 
a Revelation of. s 2 
By the Angel, we are to underſtand the Mi- 
niſter. The Miniſters of the Goſpel, in Scrip- 
ture, are called Angels; which ſignify Meſſen- 
gers, and therefore Angels or Meſſengers, becauſe 
they bring the Meſſages of God to the Church; 
and it is neceſſary that Meſſengers are found faith- 
ful. The Apoſtle. is directed to. deliver what he 
had to ſay from God to the. Miniſter, that he 
-might Ale it to the People; Theſe Things ſaith 
be, that bholdeth the ſeven Stars in his right Hand, 
avho wolketh in tbe midft of the ſeven golden Candle- 
ſticks. By the ſeven Stars we underſtand the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, who are called Stars; becauſe, as 
the Stars are a Part of the natural Creation, ſo 
the Miniſters are a Part of the Spiritual Creation, 


Eph. xi. 10 As Stars are upheld by the Power 


of God, ſo his Miniſters. are upheld by the 1ame 
Power, 1 Pet. i. 3. As Stars are exalted from the 
Earth and fixed in Heaven, it teaches us, that 
- Minifters ſhould. not be earthly, but heavenly 
minded, Col. iii 1. As Stars are placed in the 
ao | roy Fir- 


. 
Firmament to ſhine, ſo God's Miniſters ſhould 
Mine, in all their Conduct, as Lights in the World, 
Matt. v. 16. Phil. ii. 13. And as the Lord of 
Glory, here repreſents the Miniſters, whom he 
qualifies for that important Office, by Stars; ſo he 
compares the Churches to Candlefticks, as hav- 
ing no inherent Light, but deriving all from Chriſt 
the Glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs, Mal. iv. 2. 
And not only Candleſticks, but Golden Candle- 


ſticks, e their preciouſneſs Is. xliii. 4. 
Ps. Xv. 13. 


| 7 know #91 Works, and thy Labor, and thy Patience 2 
I know thy Works; I approve of thy Works; 1 
know thy Labor; how thou has laboured through 
Temptations, through Perſecutions, through all 
thoſe fiery Trials, and helliſh Darts of the Devils | 
in all theſe Things thou diſt well; I approve of 
thy Conduct, and thy Patience, under every Afflic- 
tion, And how thou canſt not bear them which 
are evil. You ſee in the Context many excellent 
Things ſpoken of this Church; that they could 
not bear them which are evil ;—Evil Teachers ;— 
Perſons of evil Converſation; whoſe Conduct was 
not agreeable to the Goſpel. And ſomething elſe 
is alſo ſpoken in their Commendation, low ther 
haſt eh them, which ſay, they are Apoſtles, and are 
not. To this Church of Epheſus, we have Reaſon 
to conclude, there were ſome that came and offered 
themſelves as Candidates for the Miniſtry; and as 
it is the Work of every Church to try their Mi- 
niſters, whether they are ſound in the Faith; this 
is ſpoken to the Praiſe of this Church, Thou haſt 
tried them; — whether there was a ſaving Work 
of Grace upon their Hearts; — whether their Con- 
yerſation was eorreſpondear with the Goſpel, as 
Chriſtians, 


o 


| 5 
Chriſtians, and as Miniſters; thou haſt tried their 
Conduct by the Touch-ſtone of my Word, and 
found it not becoming their Character. Thou 
haſt tried them which ſay they are Apoſtles, and 
are not; they are only pretended Miniſters of 
Chriſt, like Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing; intro- 
duced into the Miniſtry, by Virtue of human 
Authority, but not called of God, and therefore 
cannot proſper. And haſt found them Liars: 
This was the Means of juſtifying the Church 
of Epheſus, in trying theſe Miniſters, it juſtifyed 
them in the Rejection of ſuch, and in all the Steps 
they had taken, in getting rid of ſuch Men; thou 
has tried and found them Liars, the Portion of 
which read, Rev. xxi. 8, 13. The Evangeliſt 
ſtill goes on, and haſt borne, and haſt Patience; per- 
haps in the Trial of theſe falſe Apoſtles, they had 
borne many Reproaches from the World, from 
Profeſſors, from Perfons that made a more par- 
ticular Profeſſion than others; yet thou.haſt' Pa- 
tience, haſt patiently borne all that has been caft 
upon thee; and for my Name ſake, for my Cauſe, 
for the Honor of my Truth, for the Glory of 
my Grace; and haſt not fainted, becauſe the 
mighty God of Jacob can never faint; ſo proving 
that thoſe who wait upon him ſhall renew their 
Strength; they ſhall mount up+- with Wings as 
Eagles; they ſhall run and not be weary; and 


they ſhall walk and not faint, Iſaiah xl. 31. 


Perhaps ſome will be ready to ask after ſuck 
Commendations of this Church, Has God an 
Thing againſt it? — What againſt tnhoſe who have 
made ſuch a noble Stand for the Truth? yes, he 
has, nevertheleſs I have ſomewhat againſt thee; againſt 
his profeſſing People; nay, againſt thoſe who 
| were 


— 
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were fill the Objects of his Love, and repre- 

ſented as golden Candleſticks. And what is that ? 

why, their leaying their firſt Love,—their declin- 
g in that warm Affection to Chriſt,—1n- that 

holy, zealous Attendance upon public Ordinances, 
— in their Cloſet Duties, in which they once found 

the Life and Power of Godlineſs. to conſiſt, —in 


their aſſembling themſelves together, and in their 


holy, . conſcientious, circumſpect Walk and Beha- 
viour. Then follow the Words of the Text; 
which is a moſt ſolemn Call, given to this Church, 
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and re. 
pent, and do the firſt Works: or elſe I will come unto 
thee. quickly, and will remove thy Candleſticks out of 
its Place, except thou repent. Here you fee God 
calls the Church, and conſequently every Indi- 
vidual of that Church, to remember,—confider, 
compare thy preſent Experience, with that thou 
once hadſt ;—examine the Temper of thy Mind now; 
and judge of it by that which thou didſt enjoy 
when thou frft began to walk in the Ways of God. 


Thus remember, conſider, take Notice, and obſerve, 


from whence thou art Og not only conſider from 
whence thou art fallen, but repent ; evidence thy 
Repentance, by doing thy firft Works; —by being 
found m Prayer,—by making the Bible thy Com- 
panion ;—byeſtabliſhing Family Duties: Thus as it 
were, beginning afreſh ; do thy firſt Works, or elſe 
I twill come quickly, and remove thy Candleſtick out of 
zts Place, except thou repent. Mind! or elſe I will 
come ,quickly ;—come in Correction ;—come 1n 
Judgment; even to the removing thy Candleſtick 
out of its Place, except thou repent. 8 


There are three Things from this important 
cripture, I would recommend to your ſerious Con- 


* "x 1ſt, Shalb 
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bl Iſt. Shall point out to you ſome 0 eee iy 
= of «fallen Church, 1 


1 "a. The oy cum which is moſt ſolemn- by 
ly threatned; An 3 


1 ff 2d, The only Remedy to N they are ex- 
it horted. 77 be 


11 While 1 an | Ns and ſpeaking of theſe 4 
þ awful Truths, may the Lord God, by his Spirit, 
| bring them home to your Conſciences, and fix them | 
U on your Hearts; that you, in taking Warning, 
10 may avoid the Rock on which this Church Pit, 
[i and was Shipwrecked. 
0 alas A . 

| I could not but think that this was the moſt pro- 
1 — Subject t be inſiſted | upon ſuch a Day asthis. 
_ et Perions, who are more particularly engaged in 
lf State Matters, make the A Aga; airs of the Nation their 
I. Conſideration; but let the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
Wi thoſe who profeſs themſelves ſach ; who are loo ed 
| upon, and accepted as ſuch, let heir grand Sub- 
| © jects be, what concern their Office, and belong to 
al that bleſſed Jeſus, wha has counted them ſaithſul, 
1 putting them into the Miniſtry, 1 Tim. i. 12. I ſhall, 
. 1. Point out ſome awful Symptoms of a fallen 
ö Church; or that evidence a profeſſing Church is 
falling. 


—— — 
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ing up any Truth, or even the leaf Part of any 
Truth, begins that Fall; which unleſs prevented, 


1 
We only ſtand, as we ſtand by Truth; the giv- 
2 


. by che Grace of Repentance, will cauſe us to fall 
18: finally. The firſt awful Evidence, That 1 ſhall 
_ 2-1 on, of a fallen Church, 18 


0 11 1 


- 1ſt. | When” dhe Do&rines of the Goſpel are die- 
W or lightly eſteemed. 


"The Truth of Doctrines, can only oreflcye the 
the Goſpel, are given up, it ſhews, that Men ſee 


nor feel their Miſery, without the conſolation they 
2 tend, to bring to the Soul. Perhaps 

me will be ready to ſay, What are the Doctrines, 
15 eſſential, as «| continue the ſtanding of a pes. 
feſſing Church of Chriſt ? 


Foundation of all Chriſtianity. - 


fathom ; *tis ſufficient for us that the Scriptures 
affirm it: There are three that bear Record in Heaven; 
the Father, the Word, and the« Holy Ghoſt : and theſe 
three are one. 1 John YT Flow three are one, 
= one, three, we attempt not to explain the My. 
the Word of God is a ſufficient Foundation 
for our Faith: Let us not curipuſly pry into the 
Myſtery, leaſt we are irs rr with its Ma- 


jeſty, but we may ſay, with the pious Dr. Watts, 


„Where Reaſon fails, with all her Powers; 
0 There Faith prevails, and Love adores. * 


duces, 2dly, the Denial of be Godbead of Chriſt, 
and the Divinity. and Perſonality of the Spirit. 


There are many Churches, where they do not 
flatly deny theſe Doctrines, but Miniſters are very 
2 careful, 


Truth of Grace. When the bleſſed Doctrines of 
not the Neceſſity of the Bleſſings they hold forth; 


die Doctrine of the Trinity Hes at the very 


This is a Depth which human Reaſon can never 


The Difbelief of this Doctrine, uſually intro- 


12100 
careful, they ſay nothing in Vindication, of them; 


| and we ſhould judge of ſome Men, not only, by: 3 
[ what they do, but by what they do not preach. © Nv 
| _ arenot-tv.argue, from their Silence, N 4 hold 9 
ll theſe Doctrines; that rather betrays, a tacit Denial 4 
1 of them, tending alſo to the. diſhonor of Chriſt, . ? 
(and will in the End prove deſtructwe. I ſhall not $ 
jt enter upon Proofs of theſe Things now, as they, 4 
lf are the conſtant Subjects of my Miniſtry ; and. I 9 
ll hope.ever: will, till the Glory of :Dodtrines, Hall,. 
'f - - crown;the Grace of them. The next fundamental 3 
| Doctrine of the Goſpel that I would mention, is, A 
[| zdly, That of original Sin, by which we are all = 
| guilty before God, on Account of the Diſobedience 4 
| of our firſt Parents, Rom. v. 124 18. 187 + 


. . The. ſound Churches of : Chriſt, never denied 
| this important Artieje, of our Faith. The Church 
Þ of England in the Matter of Ceremonies, in the 
| Judgment of ſome, is exceptionable , but her main 
Doctrines have always been eſteemed , that which 
makes for our preſent, Purpoſe, ſhe is very clear 
in, Article x. One of her primativeBiſho Latimer 
of bleſſed Memory, ſpeaking of the Corruption 


of Mam tells us, That he is a Child of the 
1 e of . God, ——a. true Izheritor * 
14 * of Hell. — a Lump of Sin; working nothing 


| * of. himſelf, but. Hell Torments, except he has a 


N <« better Help, than what he finds. from himſelf.“ 
| We have not only the Opinion. of our firſt Refor- 
4 mers, on this Subject, but the vencrable Aſſembly 
[| of Divines, have not left us without their Teſti- 
NE mony, founded on the - Scripture of Truth. 


8 Queſt, XIX. 
1 EL ER And 


And. we have not 3 the Notions of Man, 
concerning it, but the expreſs Declarations of the 
Word of God. When David is confeſſing his Sin, 
and Rebellion againit . God, he ſays, 0 * Ii 85 
Bebold, I wat ſhapen in Iniguity, and in Sin did my 
Mother, conceive me. be Apoſtle Paul confirms 
this Doctrine, and intimates its Deſert; Ephes. ii. 
3. Where he tells us, by Nature, we are all Children of 
Wrazh, even as others. 7 By Nature; what does that: 
prove“ why, that we are Sinners, in the Sight of 
God, as ſoon. as born, and that we. delete Hell. 


and Danmation. 


The giving up. bis 88 light Eflimagia 
it, when it is not publickly declared from the 
ulpit; or looked upon as not ciſential to be 
maintained, it ſhews a Church is fallen, or falling 
from the Truth as it is in Jeſus. Whenever the 
F of original Sin 18 denied; chen * 
Athly, That of imputed Righteouſneſs.) is militated 
againſt, by thoſe who feel not their Merz. nor a 
the Neceſſity of C hriſt. | 


The Doctrines of the Goſpel, are like a well 
adjuſted Chain, whoſe Links. mutually. depend on 
each other When this Doctrine of Chriſt's 
| Righteouſneſs is given up, the others are alſo-: 
Men begin to Reaſon, and ſay, How can we be 
my in the Sight of God, and faved by the 

orks of another ? If ſo, then we may live as 

we pleaſe. What need we do any Works, if we 

— not o be ſaved by them Such Enquirers 

are fully anſwered Eph: ii. 8. 9. Titus iii. g. 

The denying of this (6 reg the not inſiſting 

3 it, powerfully, practically, and cloſely, in the 
B 


3 Pulpit, 


— 


FFF 
Poulpit, plainly manifeſts, that the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel are fallen from; and that bat Church, 
will go on from one State of Error, to another, 
till it has ſuch Doctrines declared from the Pulpit, 
as are grateful to the Palates of our modern Reaſon- 
ers, but contrary to the grand Principles of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. The imputed Righteouſneſs of 
' Chriſt is therefore neceſſary to Salvation; without 
it, we cannot be juſtified in the Sight of a holy 
God, and conſequently muſt be damned to all Eter- 
nity. Another Evidence of a fallen Church is, 


Sthly, When the Neceſſity of being born again 
is not urged upon the Conſcience. When Mi- 
niſters of the Church are not in earneſt with Regard' 
to this important Doctrine, we have great Reaſon to 

app, ſuch Congregation wilt ſoon decline. 

hen the Neceſſity of eftcacious Grace, is denied, 

it flill further betrays that the Church is fallen 
from Chriſt, into Error, and into Sin; till by 
and by, God fulfils his Denunciation, the Can- 
dleſtick is taken out of its Place, There are two 
Paſſages of Scripture, I would recommend, with 
Regard to this Part of the Subject; one is, when 
Pavl is giving 'a particular Charge to Timothy, 
relating to the Church, he tells him, what the 
Spirit of God was then . revealing, 1 Tim. iv. 1, 
Now the Spirit fpeaketh expreſsly, that in the Tatten 
Times, ſome 1 ſhall aepart from the Faith, giving Heed 
1% ſeducing Spirits, and Doftrines of Devils. Are not 
thefe the latter Times? - We ſee the Prophecy ful- 
1 filled. Are not Churches, and Miniſters, both 
of the Efabliſoment, and of Diſſenters, too awfully 
daeparted, through this Kingdom? Now the Spirit 
ſpeaketh expreſsly, that it ſhall he ſo. 5 


£ 


( a f | B 
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By their departing from the Faith, we are to 
underſtand, their departing from the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel; and from a view of this being the 
Caſe, Jude recommends it to his Brethren, earneſtiy 
ta contend for the Faith, which was once delivered to 
the Saints, Vers 3. Contend for it as Doctrine - 
as experimental Doctrine; as practical Doctrine; — 
as a Doctrine according to Godlineſs. I add. 


Adly, Another awful Evidence of a. fallen 
Church is, when cloſe, doctrinal, experimental, and 
prafical Preaching, gives Offence. | 


How is this univerſally ſeen through this King- 
dom? If a Man gets up into the pulpit, and holds 
an Harangue, upon the Beauty of Mortality; en- 
i tertaining his Auditory, with the Rectitude of hu- 1 
7 man Nature; infiſting upon thoſe Things, which | 


Y do not concern the Spirit ot God's Work upon the f 
* _ Conſcience; O, what a fine Man! What an ex- = 
3 cellent Orator ! but let another Man, who has had 
7 the ſame Advantages; that is equal, or perhaps 
13 ſuperior to him, in Learning, preach the plain 


Doctrines of the Goſpel of Chriſt, perhaps in as 
good, or better Style, than the former; will be. 
meet with ſuch Approbation? will he not rather 
be looked upon as an Enthuſiaſt, and immediately 
branded with Methodiſm; and every Token of 
Contempt caſt upon him? We need not go far for 
Proofs of this; if our Eyes are open, to fee what 
is pong in the World, we ſhall be under the Ne- 
ceſſity of obſerving, that ſuch Docttines and ſuch 
Preachers give Offence ; while /mectb Things, and 
Error, are received, and ſwallowed, as if they were 
luch as God commanded, and approved. | 


VI", * 
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© But this-4is no mew Evil. The Scriptures in- 
form, of Perſons who were poſſeſſed of the farne 
Spirit of old, Iſh, xxx. 10. That ſay to the Seers, 
Yer not; and t "the Prophets, propheſy not unto us right 
Thiago, eat wnio us ſmooth Things, propheſy Deceits, 
Do not tale to us ſo much about Hell and Dam- 
nation, not inſiſt upon theſe Things in Conver- 
© ſation.— Tell us God is, merciful, and there is 
* no Juſtice in the MOST HIGH. to puniſh.” | 
We have another very awful Inſtance of it, 1 Kings 
&xii. 8. where the Prophet is reproached, and de- 
ſpied, ſimply , becauſe he declares the Meſſage 
as God gave it; The King of Iſrael ſaid to Feboſbaphat 
there is yet one Man; Micaiab, the Son of Imlah, by 
whom we may engitire of the Lord, but ſee what he 
ſays, I hate bim; why ? ſor be 401b not propheſy good 
Concerning ne but evil. How can 4 Miniſter pro: 
phely Good, of any Man, that is living in Sin? 1 
and becauſe the Truth is told, he, like the Kin 1 
of Iſrael, ſays, I hate that Man; I am never app 
under his Preaching ; Why ? the Reaſon is, the 
Miniſter ſpeaks ſo plain; Re tells meg of many Sins 

I live in; he never ſays any good of me, therefore 
1 abhor him. Very different is the Conduct of a | 
Child of God, he ſays, ** Let the Miniſter ſmite 
me to the Heart; not only deal with my Ear, 
* but come home to my Conſcience,” this is the Lan- 
guage of a ſound ears, and the Deſire of a gra- 
cious Soul. 


The godly Soul wants all his Sins expoſed + to 
his View; that he may be driven to Chriſt for a 
Remedy ; for a Confirmation of which 1 refer you 
to Iſa. xxxix. 3. When the Prophet came to King 
Hezekiah, and told him what he had to expect, 
as * Eee of his Pride, 7. ben ſaid Hexetiab ts 

| Laiab, 


[7 13 


2 good in the Word 2 the Lord Ade baft.. 
though ag me; though it brings 
6 4748 Tidings to my Ears, yet good is the Word 
of the Lord.” Now I ſay, that when a Church, 
or Congregation, cannot bear to, hear the Ddc- 


| ch, or when any Individual difreli rejects, 
or deſpiſe, theſe Doctrines, it ſhews that bat Church: 


Congregation, or Soul, is fallen, or falling eben 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus: And if any in this Church 


rance unto 
dealt faith- 


are in that State, God give them 
Life! When Perſons cannot bear to 


fully with, it betrays a Rottenneſs of Heart; and 


ſhews that they are not ſound in the Faith. This 
the Apoſtle foretold; 2 Tim. iv. 3. For tbe Time 
cuil! come when they tui not endure ſound Doctrine, 
but after their own Eujts, ſhall they heap to tbemſelves 
Teachers, having itching Ears. One had thought the 


Apoſtle lived in our Days; he ſays, The Time will 


come, when they will not endure ſound Doctrine, 
not this experimental, and practical Doctrine; but 


after their own Luſts, or agreeable to their own 
Fancy, and carnal Reaſon, they heap up Teachers . - 


according to their Notions, having itching Ears, 
endeavouring to pleaſe their Ears, more than t to 
W. and influence their Hearts. 


* (3 


W "8 an aft Saran is this Fae. a i or 


Ph any Profeſſor to be in! Oh! that God would 
bring you to know doctrinal Truths in your Judg- 
ment experimental Truths in your Hearts; and 
practical Truths in every Inſtance of your Lives! 


As the Truth of Doctrine declines, the Truth of 


Experience declines, as this dwindles away, ſo will 


| the Truth of o } | 
Pi 2 8 3dly, When 


trines of the Goſpel inforced, in all f mo of. . 


Religion, 


; ſuch an Afferrion, hear what the A 


ſeparate themſthves, jonſical, t diſco 
N Sparit, in Op} e uh 


Tou find the Apoſtle 
Foreſight, of this Backwardneſs in the Hearts of 


_ &s #he Manner 
_ fo much the more p 


will feel the Loſs of the Advantages vou 
5 ue, and have to lament it to Eternity. 
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ee When they . 


Metin and chemclves from. God's 
| 


- U - : 
' o G 
ef 4+ L463 auf *» 4 


When 


ers 'of "Eli, or | Profelites of 
— remiſs in meeting together 8 

to the Command of God, it fhews th 
allen Church: If you think me too po * 
oe fays 
concerning it, Jude xix. 20. Theſe be they, that is, 
his fallen Church, r this fallen Profeſſor, whe 
ſenſual 
not the 
+ as he had ſaid, < wherever à Spirit of 

« real Religion poſſeſſes the Heart, that Man wilt 
not ſeparate himſelf from the Worſhip, and Peo- 
« pleof God:“ And when any one does, it is an 
Evidence that he is ſenſual, not having the Spirit. 
Paul Krenn > Ces estion and 


Profeſſors, to meet together, tells them, Heb. x. 
25. Nev to for fake #he aſſembling of tbemſelves together | 
15; batt exhorting one another © 
end fo c the re, @s 'ye fee the a TW gh 
ay the more earneſt Heed;z— 
uſe greater Diligence, Zeal, and Aﬀduity in your 


Attention xo religious Opportunities ; becauſe the 
 Day' is coming when you 


| be adulgel with them;—when J 
much wound, that if you will have the Bread of 


may want chem, and not 


pour: Souls, it — 05 the Peril of your Lives. 
The Day of udgment is coming, when all Op- 
portunities of this Kind will be over; when you 


ave 


V ery 


udgments m x 
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Very different from cbt is the Practice of bar 

Church, that is ſtanding, and of every individual 
who is abiding in that Church, and /iwng upon 

Chriſt. I would refer you to Malchi, iii. 16. Ther 

they that feared the Lord, fpake often ope'to " axather 1 

What did they ſpeak about? About their Souls; 

about Chriſt and Religion; - about their Temp- 

tions z— their Feats, and their Joys; theſe: are 

Subjects of godly Converſation ;—often, not now 
and then; they frequently paid each othet Viſits, 

not like our vain Viſits, but went about on Purpoſe 

to ſpeak of Chriſt, and his gracious Dealings with 

their Souls: The Lord bearkened and heard, he heard 


their Griefs and Fears, and of his giving them ſuitable 


Bleflings, Aud a book of Remembrance was written be. 
fore bim, for them that feared the Lord, and that thought 
upon his Name. Therefore I fay, when-theſeThinps 
are neglected, it betrays a fallen Church, and when 


— 


— 1 

8 3 EE =S 4 L 
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% 


negletted by any one in particular, it betrays /'a 


fallen Soul. 11 k 


Er ff Sr v2 D194 I [004 Dann ud: 
How does this Matter ſtand with u, as a Church 
and People of God? Are we ſpiritual in Conver- 
ſation ? Are our Hearts more engaged in Matters 
of Religion than in other Things? If ſo, our 


Tongues will evidence it; for out of the Abundant 


of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh : And that which 
moſt affects 2 Sinner's Heart, will employ his 


Tongue; if ir is Chriſt, he will not fay-as thoſe 


mentioned, Ps. xii, 4. Our Tongues are dun own, who 


Lord over us no; it is his greateſt Honor that 


he has a Chriſt to ſpeak of, and that the Bleſſings 


1 


him by the Way. 24 


of Chriſt's Love warm his Heart, while he talks of 


When 3 Man is fallen from doctrinal Truth he 
falls from experimental Truth, 


a 


ne FY _— * 
— _ => WW Lua 3 nn T * — 


, 


K 1 


As Epen in Heart declines, ſo he falls off 
From: that +/zeolons, publie Attention, which ho 

mould pay to Ordinancs; when this is the Caſe 
Matters become bad in his Family, which is the nec 
| Evidence of = fallen Church. L. Les N. & r. 


. 


— A „% — 


2 Ur 4 203 $1175 | | bs "Thiri Yd 
ere When Profeſſors. : abt " Members . of 
| | Churc 8 Family Dutiel. Dai, 45: a 

M1 16 mt} 190 nj: 18 "= 21. — s 


* . 


Famil „Duty! is a great and ſolemn e of 
God. You find when Moſes / was particularly 
ing, concerning the great Things: God had 
done for Iſracl, Deut. xi. 18; hel charges them; 
uberefore ſpull ye lay up theſe: my Modi in geur Heart, 
* and in your Saul, and bind them for 4 Sign upon your 
* Hand, that they may be as Frontlets between: your Eyes. 
Hear what God ſays concerning Profeſſors; his 
Wordb wert firſt to be laid up in the Heart: By 
| { the Heart we are to underſtand the Affectionstin ibe 
|!  _- "Soul, including all the Faculties of the Soul; and 
= - then bound upon the Hand to be a Sign, and as 
11 Frontlets between his Eyes. Mind his! Practice 
in his Family, ver“ 19. Thou ſpalt teach. them to thy 
Childfeh when, * fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou 
[+ wal leſt PE Wo, N os lief os agd: RO ou 
© $50 45 0b Ih 
[| | | ' F a $ +. 
1 | | 1 Thoſe lot! Romani l a contian. 3 
I ing of theſe Things that make for the Salyation of 
the Souls of their Childre . and Servants. When 
this is neglected, it ſnews there is an awful Declen- 
ſion, and inſures the Divine Wrath and r e 
| How awfully does the Prophet Jeremiah ſpeak of 
| this, x Chap. 25. Pour out thy Fury upon the Heathen, 
| and upon the Families that call not upon thy Name. Not 
| | only upon the Hearhen, hut upon 1 Ef n where 
| 


F 
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Religion is not eſtabliſhed ;—mwhere Prayer is not 

made. How can à Chriſtian anſwer a prayerleſs 

Conduct to his o＋/n Conſcience! Oh! may the 

great Searcher of Heart's come among you, and 
e 


whatever is wrong give you Grace to ſet it right. 
Another awful Evidence that a Church is fallen, 
and I think there needs no Geer” Proof, thay,” 


g Mi Cinch, Doan: Ho: Obaaiee 
are thrown open vos wide, and the Mord of God not 
made che n Rule for nel MAES: oi ek 


What has been che Cauſe of 1 the u ning many. 
Churches? Why, the Admiſſion. 1 » Artans M 
Socinians, into Churches; —of ſuch Wwhoſe Prin- 
ciples were not founded on Truth —Who, had no 
Experience of the Grace of God upon tbeir Hearts, 
— whoſe Practices were not Ornaments to their 
Profeſſion. Thus Perſons, perhaps through the 
Tenderneß of Miniſters, and the Careleſsneſs of Mem- 
bers, are admitted; by and by the Miniſter dies; 
the Choice of a new one comes on, and theſe Per- 


ſons of neto fangled Principles, they ſet up their 


Choice; the Conſequence of which is, that pure 
| Religion. departs from the Place; ſo that, it the 


old Miniſters could come out of their Graves, they 


would tremble to ſce the great Doctrines of the 
Goſpel caſt away, "nd. new. Scheme . in 
boi Stead ! | KS 3 $6166 | 1414 


ST he oreateſt Care 1 oug a to be akon of theAd- 
mile of Members to ee And in whoſe 
+ Breaſt does this lay; in Miniſters or Pegple ? Not 
in Miniſters ;' we claim no abſolute „ oriry in 
that Matter: therefore whatever Evil comes of this, 
ir is the Fault of the Members, 1 Cor. v. 13. Put 
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away ow your ſelves that wicked. Pede The Apoſtle 
did not do it himſelf; it wis the Act of the Sts 6 


tive Church; and therefore whatever bad Mem- 5 


bers chere are among you I cannot avoid it; che 


Exil lays at your Door, for in this Cafe * NE 
to act, ee bark had no nen, en, 


1 a 
. q „ 9 , = =» 
* * 112 L : C 2 — & ® * 22 . * 1 '1 4 * 1905 


But 


perhaps ſome vin be: ready to ask, who ire - 
r perſovs or Chuteh Fellowſhip and Com- 
minion! The Apoſtle Paul, writing to the Co- 
rinthians, gives a Deferiprion of their Character; 
when he ſays, 1 Cor, vi. 2. Bat ye are "waſhed, but 
ve a falle but ye are juſtified; in the Name of the 
Lord Feftis, and by the $919 of tur Gad. Such ſhould 
be the Character of Church Members; Perſons 
who Have been Sinners, but by the Grace of God 


obtained — — ſtunce; Grace ſo wrought in them, 


that egy brought to the Blood of Jeſus, they have 
eliveted from under the Power of 
rom wa have been ſanctified in Heart, Lip, and 


Life they are ſuch as are juſtified by the Righte- 


ouſneſs of Chriſt, and who Make" that” the s ject 
of theit Boaſt all the Day long. Therefore à pro- 
per Member is a Man who has felt his Miſery; and 


fled to Chrift for Refuge; having had an Fan 8 


rience of the Grace of Chriſt upon his Heart, has 
now given up himſelf to God, in Chriſt, xo be ruled 
and goveriied by him; and to the Churches as 4 

Perſon that deſires to adurn- the Doctrine f Grd ouf 


Saviour in all Things , and ſo is an Ornament to the 


Goſpel ; and aflifted by the Grace of the Goſpel, he 


_- 10 che Seer of God, and dies to his Praiſe. | 


Sthly, Another Evidence of a fallen Church, m *h 
when the Protcfiors oF Region N No Conformity | 
* A Non. 

Think 


775 r A 
Think ye if our Forefathers could now come and 

ſee the vain Converſation; and Conduct ;—the- 
faſhionable Appearance that many make in the 
- World ; would they not behold a ſtrange Altera- 
tion in their own Churches, Families, and People, 


fince their Departure? Where theſe Things abound, 
that Church is, and the Profeſſors of it, are fallen: 
And when adding to this, worldly Delights and 
Amuſements are ſought after by Profeſſors ; nay, the 
Friendſhip of the World courted more than the 


Favor of God; the Company of the World ef-. 


teemed more than the Company of God's People; a 
Play, before the Bible, read or attended; while an 
Opportunity of hearing the Word of God is loſt. 
Theſe are awful Symptoms of a fallen Church, or 
fallen Souls. But muſt haſten, - | 


2ly, To conſider the alarming Calamity which "Y 


moſt ſolemnly -threatned to ſuch a fallen Church, 
unleſs they repent. The Threatening is, 7 will como 
quickly, and "remove thy Candleſtick out of its Place x 
which muſt certainly include. 


uſt; 1T be Removal of Goſpel Minifters.. 
The Removal of 2 Gofpel Miniſter from a 


Church, muſt be one of the ſevereſt Calamities that 


can befal-it. Suppoſing all Trade and Commerce was 


removed from a Place, that would only bring the 


Body to want: but when the Goſpel is removed, 
when its Voice is no more heard, then Souls ſtarve 
for lack of Spiritual Bread; this is the worſt of 
Poverty, it kills the Soul. When God removes the 
Goſpel, it is lamentable to think, that inſtead of 
that glorious Light once ſhining, the Moon-Light 
of Reaſon is eſtabliſhed, + even that Light which 

; 35 Hleathens 
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Heathens could boaſt of and that this: Profeſſors. 
of the Goſpel ſhould be ſatisfied with 2haz;:: Ob! 


tell it not in Gath, publiſh: it not in the Streets ef | Aske- 
ton, left. the Daughters of the Pbiliſtines rejoice, left' the 


bters of the uncircumciſed triumph !' 2: Sam. i. 20. 


And what does God ſay to the People in the Time 


of Hoſea ? Chap. ix. 12. Me be to them, toben I ſpall 
the Prophet Amos, 
Chap, viii. 2. That: he would not ſend them a Famine. 
f Bread, or \@ Thirſt for Water, but of hearing the 

Word of the Lord. The 


depart. * And he threatens by 
great End for hieb ne 
Wenn Miniſters ws K e 1907 


aft. That they * receive e and 2 \the rnit 
of their faithful Labor. 


' Oh! how deſirable i is it for the 3 2 bo 


Lord, in the near Views of Death, to look into 
Eternity; and in all the Solemnity which the Proſ- 
pett o Judgment tends to bring to the Mind, to 


fay, Lord thou that knoweſt all Things, knoweſt 


that I am clear from the Blood of all Men; that 1 
; pon publickly, privately, conſtantly, upon every 


unity, declared thy whole Counſel, without 
„ wcbyg this muſt be a great Satisfaction: And 


this was the bleſſed Experience of Paul, 2 Tim. 


iv. 8. God was then about to remove him from 


his profeſſing Church; and ſee in what | heroic 
Language he: crys out, I have fought a good Fight, I 
bave finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the Faith, a taith- 


ful Heart to God ;—the Faith of Doric cond . 


have been faithful to the Conſciences of every 
one; henceforth, as the grand reward of my Labors; 
there is laid up for me, a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the righteous judge ſhall give me in that Day, 
a 4 Reward not of Debt, but of Grace, God gives his 


| Miniſters. 


—— 


bi 4 37 

Miniſters Grace, by which they act, and as the 
Reward of his own Grace, crowns it with his 
Glory. But though the Removal of Miniſters is 


the End of all their Miſery ; the Beginning of their 


Happineſs, and the Poſſeſſion of every eternal Bleſ- 
r 


* 


table People. 


- When Goſpel Miniſters are removed, and the 
People through a Fondneſs for their own Opinions, 
in oppoſition to the pure Goſpel Doctrines, chuſe 
Miniters of their own Sentiments, how frequently 
does this prove a Scourge to Churches; and a 
Means of much of the Church-Deſtruction, which 
has happened among Diſſenters in this Kingdom. 
May the Lord haſten the Time, when Peace in 
Church and State ſhall uninterruptedly reign. 


zdly, The Lord removes his Miniſters, leſt their 
Minds ſhould be grieved, in ſeeing thoſe Calamities 


and Miſeries which are coming on particular 
Churches, 


A faithful Miniſter will make Chriſt's Concerns 
his own; ſo far as the Goſpel or Church is in- 
yured, ſo far will he look upon himſelf as con- 
cerned; not becauſe it is his Party; but becauſe it 
is the Intereſt of Jeſus ; and therefore leſt their 
Minds ſhould be grieved, God frequently removes 
tome of them, that they may not ſee the Evil to 
come; whilſt others may be continued to ſtand in 


the Front of the Battle: And let me tell you, that 


our preſent Circumſtances, as a Nation, and ag 
Profeſſor $ of Religion, are ſuch as ſeem to threaten; 
S 2 D Trys 


# 


2d „It often proves a dfeadful Scourge to an 
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True it is that the Lond 2 *te Won may we nee 
omb of Provi- 


0 


{ill be continued. 9 woe 


= 


- 2dly, By the Removal of the Candleſtick, we 
may not only underſtand the Removal of Goſpel 
e but alſo of ancient ee. 


This Teems i to be. implied i in "the Bepo! 9 
we find in the laſt Verſe of the preceding Chapter, 
that the Churches are called Candleſticks. Tou 
Know that the Members conſtitute a Church, there-: 
fore when God is taking away one ancient Chriſtian 


after another, who have been Ornaments to the 


Church for many Years, and eſpecially: when the 
riſing Generation are not walking in the Steps or 
their Fathers, but one running after ,one Vanity, 
and another after another, we have Reafon ta 
believe and expect, that the Glory of the Church 
is departing, 1 Sam. iv. 21. and the Candleſtic K 
about to be taken away. The righteous periſheth, and 


20 man layeth it to Heart, as we read, Iſaiah lvii. 1. 


and merciful Men are taken away, none ' confidering that. 
the righteous, is taken; away from the Evil ts come: 

Here you ſee though none lay to Heart the Death 
of him that dies in the Lord; though others ſeem 
glad that ſuch a Troubler of Iſraet i is taken out of 
the Way; yet none conſidereth that God has taken 
him from the Evil to come; fo that the Time may 
be near, when we may tay, more bleſſed. are. they 


* X n 
* 
ww * o * 


their fathers. 


| N 
that lay in the ſilent Graves, than we that feel the 
Calannities that now attend us. And as I am 
preaching to à diſſenting Congregation let me re- 
mind you, that the preſent Children of Diſſenters 
are far from anſwering the bleſſed Character of. 


Jae The Removal of the real Goſpel Miniſtry, 
and the Introduction of another Goſpel. Gal. i. 6. 


Once the Doctrine of the Trinity the God- 


head of Chriſt ;—imputed Rightcoutneſs ;—Origi- 
nal Sin ;—the Neceflity of the New Birth effi- 
cacious Grace; Election into Chriſt ;,—Perſeve- 
rance through Chriſt ; were the grand Subjects of 
the Miniſtry; but what now ſupply their Place? 
New fangled Doctrines, as Biſhop Hopkins calls 
them, are maintained, human Reaſon ſet up in Op- 
poſition to the Influences of the Spirit ;—Morality 
inſtead of Spirituality and Chriftianity : Theſe 
Things appear too plain to be contradicted ; and if 
our Hearts are right with God, we cannot bur 
mourn” for theſe Things before him. All this 1s 
certainly included in the Removal of the Candle- 
ſtick from its Place, Bur I proceed to the laſt ge- 
neral Head. Ss foe LIES AH | 


3dly, The oph Remedy to | prevent this Calamity, 


Tou ſee how particular the Apoſtle is, Remember 


therefore from thence thou art fallen, and repent, and 


do the firſt Works :. or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will remove thy Candleſticks out of its Place, ex- 


cept thou repent ;, hereby exhorting to Repentance 


every Church, and Profeſfor,” that anſwers the 


Deſcription of a fallen Church. | 
* 293 | 4 
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you to a Pa of Scripture particularly. ſuited; 
for your Information, and which you have a moſt 
clear Deſcription of; 2 Cor vii. 2. For bebold this 
elf ſame Thing that ye forrowed after a godly Sort; what 
Carefulneſs it wrought in you; yea, what clearing of 
yourſelves , yea, what Indignation ; yea, what Fear; 


Jer what vehement Deſine; yea, wwhat Zeal; yea, what 


enge! This Day is ſet apart for public Re- 
pentance, and Humiliation; the Object which 
our King and Council has in View, is, that we 
ſhould humble ourſelves before God, on Account 
of National Calamities: And, as a Part of the Na- 
tion, it is our Duty to be found confeſſing our na- 
tional Sins, acknowledging what we have deſerved 
on Account of them: But what is our Duty as it 
relates to our being a Part of the Church of . 
If we haye Reaſon to repent for national Sins 
have no leſs on Account of the Sins of Profellora; 3 
and here is a double Obligation to Humility: Let 
us take Heed leſt the Inhabitants of Nineveh Od 
riſe in Judgment againſt us. 


The firſt Ingredient of true Repentanee. i is godly 
Sorrow ;—This ſame Thing, ſays the Apoſtle, 
wrought | in you a godly Sorrow. i would ask my 
own Soul as well as yours, as a Part of the Na- 
tion, as a Part of the Church, as a Part of thoſe 
who profeſs to love God, have we been ſorry with 


that Repentance which worketh Life > An unſor- 


rowful Heart is an unconvinced Heart. When 


Grace operated upon Daniel he acknowledges his 


own and his Father's Sins, Dan. ix. 6. How fre- 
quently have we finned ! Who can number his 
Crimes ! Theſe are Matters of Humiliation : And 


| could we ſee the Sinfulneſs of our Hearts and 


Lives, 


As to the Nature of Repentance, I would refer 


t 29 J 


T.ives, we ſhould: fay, that we have great Need-of | 
the moſt ſorrowful Repentance. May the 27 20 | 
ſer to his Hand for that! important End. \ 


Tea, what Carefulneſs ! Not only to avoid the 
Occaſions of, and Temptations to Evil, but to 7 
| res all Supplies of Grace and Aſſiſtance, | 


Fea, what Cleariog of * f How e 
to clear ourſelves from every Thing that may be fal- 
fly laid to our Charge as a Church? but by walking 


F reeable to our Profeſſion; and in ſuch a Manner 4 
=: as will oblige the World to ac knowledge, that we 
2 are not only, Profeſſors, but real Chriſtians. Let | 
VB our Temper, Converſation, Conduct and Zeal for p 
© Bod, demonſtrate chat we * been with, and be- | 
I long to Jeſus. 7 ; 
8 What Indignation! Not an angry Indignation ; | 
. not furious Paſſion, that poſſeſſes Perſons when they 
1 2 receive Injuries. or Proyocations, but a holy In- 
- dignation againft the Appearance of Evil ;—again | 
 % all Kind of Sin; —againſt the Appearance, as well | 
3 as the Reality of every Error. This is yery differ- | 
4 ent from that which bears the Mark of the Devil; 
when a Man throws himſelf into a Paſſion, he more _,_ 
reſembles that foul Spirit than a Profeſſor of Chriſt 1 
Jeſus, 


Yea, what Fear! Fear of offending God Fear 
of truſting to our own Strength ; ,—of depending 
upon our own. Works. Happy is the Man, ſay 
the Pſalmiſt, hat feareth always, with an holy, 
| jo er. 
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Fea, whiat vehement Deſire! Not a languid cold 
Wim; but a vehement warm, fervent Aſpiration, 
to know more of the Evil of Sim to ſee more of 
the Excellency, of Chriſt; —to. feel more of his 
Power ; to taſte more of the Sweetneſs 25 his 
Word ; and to live more : to his Gloty.. 329 
2 Yea what Zeal”) Zeal for the Docttines uf 
che Goſpel for the feeling Experience of .them 
for a Converſation and Practice,” correſpondent 
with them; What Zeal for the Honor of God, and 
the emos of his Intereſt. a 


7 . . 0 


Tea, whit Reriage A holy Werde againſt al 
our Luſts, and thoſe Ways that led us into fin; 
In the exerciſe of theſe graces we n the Real- 
ity of our Repentance. ö . gal 


Now let us examine, how far the State of a fallen 0 
Church fuits our Condition. ' In' this I would beg 4 
to be underſteod, as not pointing to any other 
Church but my own; if any contracted minds ſhould 42 
think otherwiſe, "they mult indulge their Suſpicions. 
My Brethren examine how far I have repreſented S. 
your State ; Conſider what God ſays of you, ex- AY 
1 7 t thou repent, Iwill remove thy Candleftick out 5 
its Place; which as I have before obſerved, im- 2 
ins the Removal of Miniſters; ,—of old Chriſtians, 1 
—of the Goſpel; to the Introduction of damnable 2 
Hereſies 2 Pet. ti. 1. Are you not convinced that 3h 
we are too much in this fallen Situation? there is no 
Congregation ſo pure, but what ſome of theſe Symp- 
toms are to be found in it. Do we therefore ſee and 
feel the Neceſſity of Repentance ? the only Way 
for general Repentance is, for each to attend A him- 
elf in  Parficular and let us remember our encou- 
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4 +3 148 & wi, 
ragement, hat Jeſus Chriſt is exhalted to be a Prince 
Remiſſion of Sins, Acts v. 31. And when we have 


obtained true Repentance ; we ſhall have an inward. 


Teſtimony of this Deſcription of it. 2 

We abound as a Nation with many Mercies: and 
as a Church, with ſuch as our Forefathers were ſtran- 
gers to. It was in Barns, Stables and Caverns of 
the Earth, they went to worſhip God. We are in- 


dulged far beyond them; let us prize our Mercies 


and improve them. 


As a Nation we have Need of Repentance and to 


fear the Evils which threaten us; but if we caſt our 


Care upon God, all Things ſhall work together for our 
Good : And for my Part, I long to fee the Day when 


with the Loyalty of Subjects, and the Duty of 
Chriſtians, the Hearts of our American Brethren 


ſhall be wnreſervedly devoted to the Intereſts of 5 


this Kingdom, and to the Satisfaction of his 


MAJESTY: To us as a Nation, —as a Church, — 


as Individuals, I would apply the words of the Text, 


Remember from whence thou art faileh and repent, and do 
be firſs Works, or elſe 1 will come quickly and remove 


thy Candleſtick out of its Place, except thou repent, 
And may the Lord prevent his own coming in ſuch. 


dreadful. Judgement by beſtowing the Gift of Reg 


pentance, even ſo Amen., 


and a Saviour, to give Repentance unto Iſrael, and the 
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